Joomla Resources

a brief introduction

Brendon Hatcher
Technical Director: BrilliantWeb
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The Joomla web sites

»  Community - The Joomla community, events, blogs etc
» Forum - Very active support forum

» Extensions - Classifieds listing most extensions

» Documentation - FAQ, Tips & Tricks, GHOP, Glossary

» Help site - Collaborative documentation - help screens

» Developer - For programmers
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Joomla installation

v

Joomla installation guide [download]

v

Quick installers - xcloner
- Customised installation packages possible

v

Cpanel one click installers

- Watch out for outdated versions, dodgy packages and
incomplete installs

v

Remote installers [view extensions]
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http://joomlacode.org/gf/download/docmanfileversion/630/16087/1.5_Installation_Manual_version_0.4.pdf
http://extensions.joomla.org/component/option,com_mtree/task,listcats/cat_id,1906/Itemid,35/

Joomla hosting

»  Some specialised hosts

» Many hosts understand Joomla (to some extent)
»  See minimum requirements list [view]

» See security requirements [view]

» Shared vs dedicated server
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http://help.joomla.org/content/view/1938/302/
http://docs.joomla.org/Joomla_Administrators_Security_Checklist
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Extensions

» extensions.joomla.orqg

» Comprehensive, categorised

» Ratings and comments

» Commercial and non-commercia

extensions

» |nsecure 1items are removed
» No templates
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Evaluating extensions

v

v

Detailed understanding of your requirements

Cost

Open Source does not mean no cost
GNU GPL

Creative Commons

Support licences

Watch out for dual licence, pro versions and restrictions on
commercial use

» Mission critical

Commercial support
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Evaluating extensions cont..

»  Compatibility
- Joomla 1.0 or 1.5
- Joomla 1.0 legacy
e Required or excluded
e Not really a performance issue
- Sometimes php 4 or 5

» Production ready?
- Alpha, Beta, Release Candidate, Stable [read more]
- A lot of Beta extensions are stable enough for general use
- Roadmap / Update cycle
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Release_candidate

Evaluating extensions cont..

»  Comments and ratings
- Don’t place too much value on ratings
- Comments often clarify installation, requirements or features

- Watch timing of comments and releases (may not apply to
latest version)

Features

- C,M,P

- Language

- Integration with other extensions (e.g. Community Builder)
- Searchbot
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Evaluating extensions cont..

»  Support forum
- Community/priority/commercial
- Number of users
- Ratio of answered posts to cries in the wilderness
- Number and type of issues raised recently

» Documentation (not out of date!)
- Forum stickies
- Wiki - collaborative documentation
- PDF
- Video
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Evaluating extensions cont..

»  Watch out!
- Security issues
- Calling home
- Compulsory links
- Encrypted code
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Obtaining extensions

» Search vs advanced search
» Register to download - create a generic login
» Make sure you download all the “pieces” - C, M, P
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Advanced search

Marne:

Description:

Project Homepage:

Developer Marme:

Extension Type:

Cornpatitility:

Licerse;

Type:

Wigs,
F.ating:

Wotes:

=earch | Feset |

C Cn:nrnpcnnent - Mini-application to render the main page body,

C mMDduIe - Renders small html blocks on any page.

. ﬂPIugin - Changes code behavior dyvnamically {renamed From mambok),
. Language - Provides language translation,

. BExtensinn Specific Plugin - Specific plugins that requires another extension o operate,

C Tu:u:ul - External application that helps with creating or managing Joomlal site.

L0 Mative
18 Mative

. .-.'": 1.5 Legacy

" GPLY2 o later
© LGEPLy2.1 o later
 Other

" pon-Commercial
" Commercial

| Exactly j |
|Exacty || (0-5)
| Exacthy j |
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Extension-specific extensions

>

>

>

Community Builder
JCE editor
Sitemap and SEF tools

FaboAlbum4CE - Facebook Photos on CB profiles

10 votes - 5 reviews

Mo yours users can showcase their personal Facebook Phiotos” pictures on their
Comrmunity Builder profile tabs, with FabotlbumgCB. Lsing &jax, FaboslbumgCE lets your
users select which albums they want to showcase, and have them displayed in their tabs,
once linked, the users' aburms and tagged phiotos will be autormatically retrieved, These
phiotos can be scrolled and the viewers can click on a picture to view it in a higher
resclution, all still within your web site, Features: 1) Retrieves the photos that the user has
ofn Facebook Phiot ...

"-"': 1.5 Legacy
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B component

B special

Cther | Commercial | htkpefees Flameforge, comjindex, phpfproducts-softwareFab, . Wiews: 10,234
Force CB Registration and Password reminder Plugin

SIS 5 votes - 1 review

This plugin is used to redirect all registration and password reminder requests from the Joomla core to Commmunity
Builder, Install this and set the settings in the Plugin Manager, When enabled all requests will be redirected, Yery usefull ﬂph_,gi,-,
for preventing backdoor registrations and farcing CB captcha, Also usefull when using other login modules designed for

the core registration and wser managerment. Woarks with Legacy mode both off and on, Please post a reviesw with your

appinion,

GPLvZ.0 | Mon-Commercial | htkp:ffdrchost, com Wigws: 2,733
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Knives and forks

» Commercialisation of community work
- Users contribute to the code, bugfixes and documentation
- The lead developer makes the finished product commercial

» Hijacked extensions

- Developers release “1.5-ready” versions before the main
developer gets round to it

» Forked extensions

- A split between the original code and a new system based on
the original
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Customised extensions

»  Tweaking an extension
- Forums often provide code snippets

» Application builders
- Fabrik

»  Programmers
- Must understand the Joomla API
- Blurred definition of “Joomla Developer”
- Www.joomlancers.com
- Some SA companies as well
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http://www.joomlancers.com/

Templates

» Joomla 1.0 vs 1.5 templates
- Can use both, but 1.5 templates are more advanced

» Template libraries
- www.joomlaos.de (free)
- www.bestofjoomla.com (commercial)

» Tweaked templates
- See my presentation from Joomla Day Cape Town [download]

» Commercial template developers
- Raramuri Design

» Joomla template tutorial [view]
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http://www.joomlaos.de/
http://www.bestofjoomla.com/
http://www.joomladay.co.za/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=22&Itemid=17
http://www.raramuridesign.com/
http://docs.joomla.org/Joomla!_1.5_Template_Tutorials_Project

Getting support on the forum

» Post to the correct forum

» Show that you have searched through the topics

» Be VERY clear about your needs

» Post full descriptions of errors

» Be polite

» Remember the members/moderators are volunteers
» Don’t hijack threads

» Don’t post to closed threads
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Learning

»  Online courseware
- www.learnjoomla.co.za

» Training courses
- www.learnjoomla.co.za

» Tutorial sites
- www.compassdesigns.net/tutorials.htmi
- http://www.siteground.com/tutorials/joomlal5/
- http://www.joomlatutorials.com/
- http://www.alledia.com/ (Joomla SEO)
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http://www.learnjoomla.co.za/
http://www.learnjoomla.co.za/
http://www.compassdesigns.net/tutorials.html
http://www.siteground.com/tutorials/joomla15/
http://www.joomlatutorials.com/
http://www.alledia.com/

Learning cont..

»  Books
- www.fascinationbooks.co.za (14 titles)

» Local Joomla installation
- JSAS
- Xampp
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http://www.fascinationbooks.co.za/

Credits

» Brendon Hatcher is the compiler of this presentation

» The presentation is released under the Creative
Commons Licence - Attribution, Non-commercial, No
derivatives

» If you don’t know what this licence means, go to
creativecommons.org
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